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Syria, Lebanon and Jordan

1. Status and Strength of the Communist Party of Syria, Leganon and Jordan
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Syrian difficulties with its neighbors, the Syrian-Soviet

economic agreement, the Soviet supply of arms to Syria, Soviet
support of Egypt when the latter was invaded, and the USSR's
backing of the Arab cause against Isréel e all con’tributed to
the pro'f\iovz.et trend in Syria and the #e& respectability of the
Syrian Communist Party and its leader, Khalid Bakdash, who was f’""‘“
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elected to parliament in 1954. In J.ts propaganda line the party -H:U‘W /"‘/

l'4, concentratéqj on praise of the Soviet Union as the friend of the " )
Arabs) amd=en charges of "1mperlalist" plots to overthrow the
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The Syriin Communist Party is estimated to

have approximately 12,000 members.
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3 The 1939 ban of the Lebanese Communist Parfyby the French-

) Mandatory regime was continued in f orce by the Lebanese Government
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k3

dissemination of Communist propagandé in the Near East and party

front groups such as the Partisans of Peace are active. The

Lebanese Communist Party has an estlmated membership of about
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Commuhist and front organization act:.v:.ty-h!a increased considerably

s‘m the annexation of former Arab Palestine, with its relatively large

number of Westernized urban Arabs alienated fr'on the West by the loss of

their property in what is now Israel. The party ka8 had growing success W‘hf’f"“%?
in capitalizing on nationalist and other alscontents, directed mainly

against Israel and the British, i‘ah/gégh the str ngth of its ideological .
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the quality of J.Qs loaders (several are professionals and persons of “”%Mf
standing in their co*mmnltle/s) enéd for its relatively high degree of
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The party gained wzée public acceptance at the time of the rioting

whicyéchieved the dismissal of Jordgn's former British Chief of Staff,
General Glubb. In April 1957, Communists acted with otﬁer elements in an

abortive effort to overthrow King Husayn. Since the King reasserted

personal rule, Communists have suffered proportionately more than other
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groups from government security measures (j‘
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eurretly. underground, 1ts principal leaders in hiding o%g—@
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%&% from Syria where they took refuge after the counter-coup.
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